BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Sertice ve 38 Bank Street 


Vol. XV May 15, 1947 
PULITZER PRIZE AWARDS 


(We are reporting herewith for your convenience our original pre-publication reports 
on this year's selections.) 


Warren, Robert Penn ) 
ALL THE KING'S MEN Harcourt, Brace 
$3.00 

Once again Huey Long has provided the prototype for a novel built around a 
tycoon in the making. Warren's character, Willie Stark, a young lawyer from back coun- 
try in the deep South, abuses the gift of power as did the central figure in A Lion I[s 
In the Streets by Adria Langley and Vumber One by Dos Passos. This conception of 
Willie Stark comes much closer to the Dos Passos character - and the method used of hav- 
ing his publicity man tell the story bears close parallels. But All The. King's Men, while 
enmeshed in political chicaneries, is a much more highly personalized story than Number 
One, and at the same time never an emotional or sentimental story (as many found the 
Langley book). Its weakness lies in its very dispassionate presentation - one feels 
neither dislike nor sympathy for Willie Stark. His relations with the wife he used 
and pushed aside, with the son he idolized and ruined have no atom of depth in humanity. 
Even his numerous affairs stir no emotion in the reader, either for Stark himself or the 
women he used. There's a certain sureness of technique - objectivity of approach that 
has its value. But as a novel it provides limited entertainment for largely a male 


market. 


White , William Allen Macmillan 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF $3.75 

* A revealing human document in the story of a great American, dean of our 
newspaper editors. It is an extraordinarily frank and objective autobiography, a fair 
assessment of his own frailties - and he admits to more than his admirers will concede 
- as well as a sensible awareness of the factors that contributed to his growing fame. 
"Bred and born" in Kansas, he became for the world a symbol of the groping, sprawling, 
expanding middlewest, in its "growing pain days" of the last quarter of the century and 
its formative days of the first quarter of the 20th century. Truly amazing is his memory 
for meticulous details of childhood and youth, the period in which he draws himself as 
“villain of the piece" with constant yielding to the temptation to boast of his success- 
es. (To be sure, those successes deserved a hearing, for already he was making the Em- 
poria Gazette a significant news sheet and his editorial page was quoted everywhere, 
particularly in its human interest aspect.) He acknowledges that he was often on the 
losing side of big issues, suggesting by implication that his influence was always in 
human terms rather than in opinion molding. Even those early chapters, detailed as they 
are, seem never long winded, but hold reader interest. His audience grew as the fame of 
his sensational “What's the matter with Kansas?" brought him assignments from magazines 
and book publishers. Many will read his book primarily for the last half, and the in- 
side picture of the Republican Party in the days of McKinley, Mark Hanna, Theodore 
Roosevelt, the elder La Follette, Reed, Harding and others - and he pulls no punches in 
his delineations. Once a Republican, he was always a Republican at heart, and his oppo- 
sition to T.R.‘'s bolting the party and the organization of the Progressive (Bull Moose) 
Party cost him the penalty of being scooped by every paper on the story. When Roosevelt 
refused to run the second time, White went back to his old love. His conscience trou- 
bled him in regard to Harding; his defense of him is today rather pathetic reading. On 
many issues he confesses befuddlement, and admits that he failed to come to grips and was 
often superficial on vital matters. He invisioned himself as undeserving of the title of 
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scientists were given access to secret plans and problems. This volume records the his- 
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Sage - but considered himself a groping, fallible human being, compromising too often, 
but reaching upward. The book carries through Herding's death - one could wish that 
White had lived to complete it. It includes the First World War and its aftermath, and 
White's own defense of Wilson's League of Nations. There is moving writing - some new, 
some familiar as the famous piece on his daughter's death. All in all, it stands as a 
great piece of frank and honest autobiography. The Book of the Month selection will ex- 
tend a big market. 

































Baxter, James Phinney 3rd Little, Brown 
SCIENTISTS AGAINST TIME $5.00 
* Here's a book that was needed to prove that more was needed to win. the war 


than men end material. It should also make the fact clear that no one branch of the 

service can claim the whole victory. It was a closely knit coordination of all factors 
that enabled our unready country to defeat nations armed to the teeth. This book shows 
the vital part played by science, from insecticides to-.the Atomic Bomb. From the start, 


tory of the Office of Scientific Research, in language for the layman. In the space of 
months, scientists accomplished what would ordinarily have taken years. New weapons, im- | 
provement of old ones; anti-submarine devices; radar; bombs and incendiaries; landing 
craft and assault weapons; preventive medicine; penicillin - all this and more, done in 
vivid and interesting terms. 


Lowell, Robert Harcourt, Brace 
LORD WEARY'S CASTLE $2.50 
It is true that Lowell privately published in a very limited edition a book 
of first poems called Land of Umlikeness, and in this first volume to reach the general 
public, one recognizes a strong and unusual talent, with a fine grasp of hard, clear, 
classical rhythms. His characteristics, still obscure, include Catholicism, erudition, 
a New England background, and a knowledge of, and hatred of, war. One feels that with 
his grasp of language, something more strong and definite may come. 


P F @-rS -oa 


MUST BOOKS 


July 10 
Shellabarger, Samuel Little, Brown 
PRINCE OF FOXES $3.00 
sahal One of the best historical novels that has come my way for a long time - 


and a big advance in holding power over Shellabarger's own Captain from Castille. The 
comparison with Samuels' Web of Lucifer is inevitable, so here are the points of simil- 
arity and of contrast- tor the market for the one may well provide the market for the 
other. The period is virtually the same:- Italy at the time when Cesare Borgia was 

posing as Italy's liberator, while actually he employed every force of evil and corruption 
to make himself dictator over every hilltop village. In each book the hero of the 

story is a peasant risen to heights as a lieutenant of the Borgias, but where Giacomo 

Orso of the Samuels' book has deliberately built his career on a foundation of revenge- 
and who late in that career discovers that he has taken as master the man he is seeking, 
Andrea Orsini has concealed his Romagna peasant background, posed as member of a4 great 
family, and faced the knowledge of the duplicity of the Borgias while accepting with 

some degree of equanimity his own role as a double dealer, serving- for his own ends- 

two masters. The Samuels' book gives, perhaps, a richer tapestry of life in Italy; the 
Shellabarger book is superb story telling, a swashbuckling melodrama in the cloak and 
dagger tradition. There are sharply etched vignettes of the Borgias, the d'Estes- of 
lords and ladies, princes and villains, of the saintly ruler of Citta del Monte and his 
lovely young wife, Camilla Baglione, who became the star in Andrea’s horizon. Andrea 
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is as complex a character as his century could fashion:- courtier, adventurer, mercenary 
soldier of fortune, a ladies' man who broke many hearts, a diplomat trusted with intric- 
ate manoeuvres regarding the hand of the notorious Lucrezia Borgia, an artist whose tech- 
nique rivalled that of his idol, Mantegna, and whose secret life took him to a remote 
monastery to paint a mural for sheer joy in the painting. A fast paced story, with-for 
me at least, none of the slowdowns of Captain of Castille, a story with all the lusty 
play of swords and intrigue one could ask of that period- with more of romance, and with 
good sense of theatre. Not, possibly, as important a book as Web of Lucifer in its sym- 
bolism, its parallels to the Hitler regime, but as grand a bit of story telling as any 
reader seeking escape at a worthwhile level of reading interest could demand.(L.G.-July,) 


July 11 


Doubleday 

- THE MONEYMAN $3.00 

There's a readymade market for each successive novel by Thomas Costain, author 
of the popular Black Rose, masterhand in that slow pace of story telling that allows for 
& multitude of detail, colorful costuming, period facts, amplification of historical and 
political issues. This is the story of the career of the furrier of Bourges, who became 
the financial power behind Charles VII of Frence,- Jacques Coeur. His loyalty to the 
king's mistress, the dying Agnes Sorel, inaugurated the search for her successor, and 
the orphan-foundling, Valerie Maret, was chosen to be trained for the King's next lady. 
But young d‘Arlay had other ideas - and so did Valerie- and even Moneyman when he learned 
Valerie's true identity, made a sudden switch in plans. Their flight from the King's 
search for Valerie came to nothing when they were arrested for poisoning Agnes, and at the 
trial, Moneyman and Valerie came near to receiving death sentence. D'Arlay's forfeiting 
the King's friendship freed them and D'Arlay and Velerie were reunited. Against the ro- 
mance igs the embroidery of the tradition of Joan of Arc, the war with England, and the 
end of the chivalric age with the introduction of guns; the intricate conniving of the 
Court; the pulse and thought of the people of France. (Reserve B. of M.) 


Costain, Thomas B. 


July 17 


Maugham, W. Somerset Doubleday 
CREATURES OF CIRCUMSTANCES $2.75 

Frankly, this is listed under Must Books solely on Maugham's- name. It doesn't 
measure up to the quality of its predecessor as a collection of short stories= The Hix- 
ture as Before. There's a not wholly pleasant sense of the author-guest eavescropping, 
or of the professional gossip-monger collecting tidbits; or of a writer who has found a 
formula and knows that it will always find a market. Slick writing, well constructed, 
with that crisp brevity of plotting that makes short story collections good pick-up 
reading. There's little of psychological import; there's no experimentation in format; 
it is just a collection of readable tales, with the highly personal flavor of the author 
meets the reader. The settings shift from the Malayan states in which so many of Maugham's 
earlier books were set, Spain, England; the time is in the main contemporary, though one 
story at least specifically and deliberately predates the war, and none of them are ac- 
tually war stories. Not a book likely to roll up the sort of sale that Edne Ferber's 
collection, One Basket,hnas done- but a comfortable sales and rental item. 


A DARK HORSE 


“June 27 


Scott, Natalie Anderson Dutton 
THE STORY OF MRS. MURPHY $3.00 wv 
A strangely powerful, moving and unpleasant book, by all odds the best of 
the novels dealing with alcoholism to come off the press since The Lost Weekend 
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established a market and set a pattern. = but a book that assuredly no one will read 
for pleasure. "Booze, is your wife, Booze, that's who you're married to" = this speech 
on the part of Jimmy Murphy's mother, who adores him, forgives him, gives him money when 
he asks for it, sets the background for the title of the book. This differs sharply 
from other books on the theme in the scope of inclusion- the effect of Jimmy's "“weakness’ 
on his family, on the girl he'd grown up with who loved him, on the child they had, on 
the rich girl-about-town who helped finance his debauchery, on the girl he met at the 
hospital, and who saw him through his ultimate degradation. There is less of the intro- 
spective quality that has distinguished .the other books = perhaps because this is done 
by a woman (who must have known intimately some such situation, but who isn't writing 
from inside out). As Book of the Month for July, this will have added impetus to sales. 


’ 


A mere handful of other good bets 


A very real, and welcome, love story in Richard Mason's THE WIND CANNOT READ (Putnam); 
on name, THREE SELECTED SHORT NOVELS by Booth Tarkington (Doubleday); a good yarn in 
THE TERRIFIED SOCIETY by Hildegarde T. Teilhet (Doubleday). See reports in pages follow- 
ing. 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


June 20 


Davy, Colin Putnam 
SHRIMP HARRIS $3.00 

A close scrutiny of the British world of racing, riding and betting, through 
the life story of Shrimp Harris, jockey, who played the game for what it was worth = un- 
til it got beyond him. Shrewd, sharp witted, self-sure, Shrimp rides to fashion on some 
winners, lives luxuriously, treats his girls, particularly Polly, rather badly, and with 
Barbara Straight, socialite divorcee, combines to make real money by betting on the side. 
Ready to retire as he reaches his mark of 50,000 pounds, Shrimp is done out of it by a 
crook, and, to recoup, gets further into debt. An accident, which almost kills hin, 
ends his sporting days, leads the way to an unconvincingly cheerful finish as the man 
who had robbed him repays his debt, and the girl he hadn't wanted, waits for him. Ex- 
cept for the fabricated finale, an authentic picture of the sport, and the men who man- 
ipulate it, - with moments of excitement. For the men. 


Mason, Richard Putnam 
| THE WIND CANNOT READ $3.00 
* The romance of a British officer and a Japanese girl that concentrates their 


love against wartime India. The Burma retreat takes Michael Quinn out of the Air Force, 
he decides to study Japanese for further Army assignments, and in Bombay, the new class 
is instructed by a Japanese civilian, and Miss Wei, a highborn Japanese girl who has 
taken a Chinese name and come from England to help in the teaching. Michael learns that 
his hatred of Japanese does not apply to her and learns that she loves him. He is forced 
to stand many insults, slurs, and to defend his feeling for her, but their affaire is not 
hurt by any outsider. Almost killed on a mission to a forward area, Michaels returns 

to find Sabby dying, as she had known she would, is left to understand the love they had. 
A sure handling of the material used, a love story that will not cloy, this has sincere, 
appealing moments. 


July 6 


Brand, Millen Simon & Schuster 
AIBERT SEARS $2.75 


(Repeated from P. 309, 7/1/46 bulletin, when this was scheduled for Fall 
publications.) "A far cry from The Outward Room - here is a story of a father and son, 
the boy illegitimate and smarting under the schoolmate taunts, the father a man who has 
won precarious success by permitting slightly shady practice. But the time comes in a 
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real estate deal when he can't quite stomach it and tips off the man who is being “done” 
and brings down on his own and his associates’ heads, results he had not anticipated. For 
Miller, merciless in his own determination to ruin those who fooled him, uses the readily 
fanned virus of race hate to upset a whole community (Jersey City). He imports Negroes 
into the house he has bought, planning to oust them when the results are achieved, and 

the neighborhood ruined. But he has on his hands one Negro family, the Manhursts, who 

see the issue in larger terms, and for the principle of the thing, refuse to move again 
and stand out alone against the hate, the violence, the prejudice, the hysteria gener- 
ated. Into this situation, Albert Sears and his son find themselves thrust. And through 
it they find some measure of mutual respect and understanding. But the story turns into 

a study of mob violence in the North today, convincingly set forth, but without solution. " 


July 14 


Tiolet, Elsa Reynal & Hitchcock 

o A FINE OF 200 FRANCS $2.75 

By the wife of Louis Aragon, novelist and leading writer of the Resistance, 
these "Three Short Novels of the Underground” sustain their interest through the writing, 
which is discerning, often subtle, their exactitude of character detail, rather than 
through their narratives. For these are not short stories in the accepted sense - but 
rather extensive portraits; of Juliette, typist, whose youth and prettiness is matched 
by her courage as she becomes active in the Resistance; of Alexander Slavsky, second 
generation Frenchman and painter, Henriette the wife who cared for him and mothered him 
but did not elicit the love that Cathie did, both derelicts of the war and remaining out- 
side of it; and finally of Louise, who had lost a child and a lover, been interned, but 
had not lost the strength to resist - until her execution in "43. For a literary, also 


a liberal, audience. 


Day, Richard Macmillan 
SUMMER LANDMARK $2.00 

The little things of major import, in a child’s landscape of a short, summer 
interlude on an Iowa farm, this has a discerning prose that adds validity to the unex- 
ceptional incidents. Joe Morgan, of Welsh heritage, visits an uncle, meets his great- 
grandmother and great-aunt, watches a cousin water-witching, goes to a carnival, sees a 
local boy bested in a prize fight, meets old and young relations, resents the wisdom of 
the hired man, gets a puppy from a litter, observes - but does not comprehend = the s0- 
cial implications of his uncle's laundress and her wayward sister.....When the hired 
man, because of his fits, is institutionalized as incurable - Joe is sent home. Hanging 
on these inconclusive events is the quality and sad wonder of a child, of the feel and 
smell and touch of an Iowa farm, of the first person recall of reminiscence, of roots, 
heritage, permanent markers. Specialty reading rather than wide audience appeal. 





July 17 


Blanchard, Henry Doubleday 
THE WHITE BULL $2.50 
A semi-symbolic, semi-sentimental, and generally fervent story of France = be- 
fore and after this war - which, through the love story of William Gerard and a peasant's 
daughter, shows much of what France went through, the spirit of survival which obtained.. 
Staying on a Normandy farm in 1937, William Gerard, American-born concert pianist, fell 
in love with Jenni Barguesc, was kept from marrying her for a period of two years by her 
father whose need to dominate by fear, and violence, was reflected in the white bull, 
uncontrollable and savage. With the war, Gerard goes back to America, sees Mme. Bar- 
guesc again only after D-Day, when he returns to Normandy as a Major in the Intelligence. 
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There he learns of their suffering at German hands, Jemi's death, the ruin of the fa- 
mily. A first novel of more than average accomplishment. 





July 17 


Kavan, Anna : Doubleday 
THE HOUSE OF SLEEP $2.50 

Far more esoteric than the short stories which introduced Anna Kavan last 
year, The House of Sleep, this is a Freudian fantasia of memory and illusion which 
“describes in the nighttime language certain critical stages in the development of one 
individual human being." In her so called "dreamtongue", a highly stylized stream of 
consciousness, here are the memories of childhood and early homes; of the mother who was 
sad and bored and who died; of boarding school and later the university which she hated- 
and from which she escaped to a private world- an “inner room"; and finally the surren- 
der to the nighttime world- or insanity. <A strange, often artificial re-creation of what 
she terms “dreamscapes"- for the most conjectural of markets. 
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Burgan, John D, Farrar, Straus 
TWO PER CENT FEAR $2.75 
: A story of war friendships as a South Pacific landing operation brings to Ted 
Lloyd the chance to be sent home and his decision to stick with a cook who is being 
tried for murder and thereby lose his chance. A world of tomorrows, with the ever-present 
dream of change, transfer and leave, this is a verbatim report of men under fire, and 
of the same men under the niggling exactitudes of inactivity. Here are the lash-ups, 
the values of friendship and the bondage of loyalties; officers and men and relief from 
boredom; the small events and incidents that keep their minds from dullness, as a back- 
ground for Lloyd's dream of home which is almost destroyed by his integrity. Enough 
pace, dialogue and character to keep it from the general run of war novels. 


Malm, Dorothea F tebe Prentice-Hall 
PAMELA FOX $2.75 

Still in the aftermath of Forever Amber, Duchess Hotspur, etc.- this is a 
story of the 18th century and that period when love conquered all, sex was not too 
tightly bodiced, and a lady named Pamela Fox made a spirited pursuit of handsome, 
heartless Richard Greve. Both moneyless, Richard leaves for America after marrying 
wealthier, homelier Maria Allerton, and Pamela, after escaping imprisonment by an aunt, 
follows Richard to America where she shares home and husband with Maria. With too 
great a conscience to continue this adultery, Pamela leaves for England, marries- in 
name only- a shipboard acquaintance, and when Maria dies, is free to return to Richard... 
A dilution of a favorite formulae- for rent. 


July 24 


Tarkington, Booth Doubleday _» 
) THREE SELECTED SHORT NOVELS $a5e 3 ° 
Walterson, Uncertain Molly Collicut, Rennie Peddigoe - from magazine abridge- 
ments- these are three novelettes reflecting separate aspects of American life, of 
marriage, of success. Walterson chronicles tne ruin of a great magazine, as a wife de- 
termines to weaken her husband's power, and as the husband, in his greatness as editor 
and human, is able, until the last, to remain outside her orbit of plotting and unfair 
activities; Uncertain Molly Collicut portrays a woman who loses her self-centered, 
selfish attitude when her husband collapses under a business and financial scandal; 
Rennie Peddigoe believes herself the pivot of her parents’ divorce, learns just before 
4t is too late that the broken marriage came from the parents themselves rather than 
her.... Mirro¥ing the American family life, the characteristics of American business 
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and success stories, the emotional relationships of wives and husbands and children- 
these are in the accepted Tarkington tradition, of the familiar heightened by keenness 
of perception, the homely underscored by understanding sympathy. 


July 24 


Teilhet, Hildegarde T. Doubleday 
THE TERRIFIED SOCIETY $9,603 “_ 

* Along the Graham Greene- Hitchcock lines, this story of a rabble rouser, 
terrorizer, who, evading the law, learns what loss of security, pursuit, terror in its 
personal form mean. One of the heads of American United, Inc., Tom Jarrot's techniques 
bring about the attack and mutilation of a well known violinist, Mannheimer. Tom, des- 
perate to avoid apprehension, hides out in a sanatorium, meets with his double crossing 
associates, makes his way to Guatemala, connects with his girl, Gabrielle. She intro- 
duces him toa Guatemalan group intent on running the whites out of their country (revers- 
ing Tom's personal aims in his own country) and he is constrained to cooperate. A widow, 
met en route (who turns out to be the sister of the ruined Mannheimer) changes from con- 
secration to vengeance to aiding Tom in his attempts to avoid being found. And it is 
her detective who accurately estimates Tim's influence and virulence in present day so- 
ciety. A novel of the breathe-down-your-neck school, which uncovers the practices of pro- 
fessional deception, the irritants of anti-social life, the dangers of persecution and 
flight, which is exceptional in its complete Central American background, its pick of 


characters. 


Estes, Harlow Rinehart 
SO JOINED $2.50 

A pleasant, not to@ taxing story of interlocking lives and loves which presents- 
rather more realistically than romantically- older and younger generation marriages. 
There is Rhoda, whose energy is tireless and whose emotions are misguided. Rhode suc- 
ceeds in divorcing- and marrying Howard, husband of a neurotic woman and father of two, 
but she never quite succeeds in winning the affection of her stepchildren. There is 
Jessie, married to bedridden Andrew, loved- irreproachably- by bachelor Eliot Young- 
smith, and the mother of Ab who at 17 elopes with a young boy of no seeming stability. 
However, time brings a justification of this young marriage and reaffirms Jessie's love 
for her husband after Rhoda's interference almost causes an upset... For rent, rather 
than sale, and for the summer season. 


July 25 


Wylie, I. A. R. Random House 
WHERE NO BIRDS SING $2.75 

A very disappointing book from an author who usually has an excellent sense of 
timing-story- character. This time she misses, as she attempts a difficult feat, the 
telling of a story on several time levels. Distant past, in the story of Franz Thomas’ 
parents, Ap, a Welshman, who had settled in Montana, and whose soft-heartedness resulted 
in his death, and Magda, German-American, who had a broken heart over her adopted country's 
betrayal of her fatherland. Franz becomes engaged to Henny, the first girl to override 
his pathological purity. After the war; he stays on in Germany in the occupied zone, 
and Henny's desertion throws him into a strange, unphysical affair with Truni, whose status 
as half-Jew he believes, not knowing she had been the wolf-woman of one of the concentratio 
camps- member of the underground- pregnant by her half-brother. Franz sees her as a 
symbol, and when he learns the truth about her, is caught by the pity and the softness 
that had cost his father his life and the two together suicide. Unsalutary, picturing 
the occupied zone at its seamiest, but the story fails in significance. 
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July 26 





Random House 


$2.75 
20 of the S.E.P.‘s yearly production, that keeps this perennial collection in 


POST STORIES 1946 


its hardy classification. Among the popular favorites; Raine and a Tugboat Annie story; 
Gilpatric and his never-failing Mr. Glencannon; Robert Carson and a machine-tooled 
romance’ Douglas Welch and hard to get boys and girls; Sophie Kerr and Vive-la-France 
(and la Romance). Regional as well as historical, current as well as imaginative ,- 

this is mass-production, Joe Public's pulse-taking, in fictional form. A suspicion 

of bitterness (Roderick Lull), a dash of practical religion (Joe David Brown and Dennis 
Harrington), a couple of turns on children (William Brooks, Jack Sher, Frank O'Rourke ) 
and @ spot or two of murder, police, ghosts, flood, battle and marriage- this recipe 

is foolproof but not critic-safe. Maybe not literary, but readable. 


July 28 


Dutton 
THE GOOSE'S TALE $3.00 
The author of fve'’s Second Apple continues his satirical survey of the American 
scene, in this semi-serious, semi-comical presentation of the complications that beset 
@ young liberal in the South. Librarian Oliver Fewmish fights against his growing attrac- 


Dogbolt, Barnaby 


‘tion for the wife of the town's doctor, against the apathy of the Hatchettsville City 


reactionaries, against the infiltration of Unionization, against the plot of his landlady 
to marry him off to her niece. Here- with a modicum of high humor, real laughs, are the 
trials and travails of a modern thinking male as sex, politics, personal entanglements 
and local gossip web him in. The possibilities of Air Warden, privileged character- 

and the doubtful comic qualities of a man with a bad bladder due to a type of diabetes, 
are played up to their hilt. Strictly for males, with low pressure risibilities. 


July 31 


) Rinehart 

PRIMROSE PATH $2.50 
A conversational close-up of Primrose Peth, a street in a southern suburb, which 

is at moments amusing if cumulatively somewhat exhausting. Bill and Mary Sidney, moving 
to Primrose Path to replace. the Tylers (who collapsed there) are immediately surrounded 
by the headlong, encompassing friendship of Aurelia May, Gracie, Marianna, Mary Claire 
and Sue Belle, who take over on the first day and stay right with them. Here is a life 
of little loneliness and no privacy, of “sociable drinking" which starts at ten A.M. 
daily, and featuring some of the most scatterbrained, unbridled and perpetual conversa- 
tion you have heard; a life survived by Bill- somewhat shakily, more hardily by Mary- 
who within the week is absorbed happily by Primrose Path. An idea- which is sustained- 
but in so doing proves somewhat strenuous. 


Holland, Claudia 


Faly ¢) | 


Herper 
BIG EMBER $2.50 
From earlier, more contemplative chronicles of the outdoors(The Low Road, etc. ) 
this is distinctly more of a novel but preserves the simpler, stoical qualities of these. 
Big Ember returns to the past, to Minnesota of the frontier days, and of the work of a 
few, largely Scandinavian born, who “planted with an ax", who lived with little comfort 
and almost no companionship. In particular it concerns Lars and Guri Erikson, their four 
children and the baby which is born just when Indian resentment is at its height. In 
a raid on the Eriksons, Lars and a son are killed and scalped, the girls taken, while 
Guri and the baby escape the storm of hate and blood lust- but eventually return to con- 
tinue their life as before. A sincere, simple, often moving account. Fair sales only. 


Havill, Edward 
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Tate, Sylvia Harper 
NEVER BY CHANCE $2675 SH 

* The concentration of Johnny Sileacy, piano player who wears a tux to earn a 
living, on finding the identity- true rather than false- of Corinne Trailor, with whom 
he has been living and who has been killed in a seeming automobile accident. With love, 
and taking her as he found her, he finds out after her death that her stories of the past 
are contradictory, that the telephone numbers he calls, from her book, lead him on to 
other, disconnected associations, that his pursuit of her past breaks up his ability to 
work, Traveling with a friend's band, he continues his search through various cities to 
her home town where he learns the truth he feared- and refused to acknowledge.... A cer 
tain quality of manipulation does not mar the able building up of suspense, accented 
characters, pointed incidents. Can double in the whodunit section, as well as hold its 


own as a&@ psychological-suspense tale. 
THE SCORE ON FOUR 
July 14 


Black, Thomas Reynal & Hitchcock 
THE PINBALL MURDERS $2.50 
A sluggermugger of kidnapping, murder and assault, personally conducted by Al 
Delaney (The 3-13 Murders) as he takes on the case of pinball machine magnate Wilbur Shore 
and his missing wife, the deaths which result from a pinball machine. Delaney, who proves 
to be one of the more durable detectives, gets his motive- and his killers...There's not 
much missing here- if you feel like keeping up with it. 


July 18 


Crane, Frances Random House 
MURDER ON THE PURPLE WATER $2.50 
Pat and Jean Abbott, holidaying in Key West, are eatin available when murder 
occurs and a fishing craft, with two unexpected guests, provide many motives and suspects. © 
Jean keeps the situation complicated by letting her curiosity get the better of her com- 
monsense , which may give the reader a runaround but will entertain hin. 


July 24 


Cumberland, Marten Doubleday 
HATE WILL FIND A WAY $2.00 
Saturnin Dax, Commissaire, playing for time, in the murder of an ex-dancer whose 
married life and complicated past provide him with many missing facts. In bringing to a 
conclusion a "stupid affair", Dax displays his ferret cunning, and exploits his ability to 
nail a criminal after other killings. Carrying Gallic logic to its conclusion. 


Kyle , Elizabeth Doubleday 
MALLY LEE $2.00 

Nerrative- rather than deductive- crime fiction in the pleasant, leisurely story 
of Mally Lee who returns to the Scottish home- rightfully hers- where her Aunt Isabel, 
once implicated in the murder of a sister, had lived out a lifetime in the shadow of that 
crime. Refusing to be frightened away by Aunt Isabel's indirect attempts to make her 
leave, Mally Lee stays on, revives interest in the old crime, secures the evidence she 
needs but dares not use, until a murder= and a suicide- settle the old crime once and 
for all. Satisfying, rather than surprising. 
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PROBLEMATICAL - ALL 


Not a MUST BOOK tn the lot. Not even a book to be singled out for special attention. 
A good many of the titles have: markets implicit in their titles; others have a pre- 
dictable market as in Elizabeth Coatsworth's Maine Ways (Macmillan) which has great 
charm (but limited appeal). See pages following for reports. 





June ll 


Day, Donald Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
BIG COUNTRY $3.00 

Again in the American Folkways series, here is that state of mind- Texas, 
largely in terms of her history and the main material motives of its development,- 
cattle, cotton, oll. In this - it is perhaps a less generally inclusive and infor- 
mal type of book than its predecessors. Here, from the days of the Comanche, con- 
quistador and Jesuit, is Texas, in all its bigness, in all its independence. Her cattle 
history, longhorns and sheep; her topography, railroading, cotton and the Negro who 
worked the fields; water; the regions, from piney woods to cities (Austin, San Anton- 
io, Dallas, Corpus Christi, etc.); doodlebugs and bubbles. More briefly, her cult- 
ure, such as it is (Dallas gets the breaks from the literary angle), her politics... 
A vigorous job on a vigorous state- but more specifically for that region's readers 
than for the general public. 


June 30 


Magriel, Paul- fd. . Holt 
PAVLOVA $3.50 

For followers of the dance, and specifically for Pavlova fans, this follows 
the same technique of editorship and format as his Vijinsky and [sadora Duncan. 
It is, to be specific, an illustrated monograph which in prose and picture recaptures 
memories of this great dancer. Anna Pavlova with the Pages of My Life recalls her 
own childhood, her vocation apparent from earliest awareness, her training, her first 
performance and tours. Carl Van Vechten. lends contemporary criticism in his appraisal 
and appreciation of her appearances at the Metropolitan. Marianne Moore, the poet, 
contributes notes on her photographs, of which there are many in the book, her dance, 
her techniques. And appendices include chronology and bibliography. 


Spink, J. G. Taylor Crowell 
JUDGE LANDIS AND TWENTY FIVE YEARS OF BASEBALL $3.00 

Between the wars, baseball was dominated not by star players but by that 
warrior for clean baseball, Judge Landis, who carried a big stick but didn't speak 
softly. He ferreted out players who were involved in gambling; he destroyed his enemies. 
This is his life story - the story of a federal judge who ruled baseball with an iron 
hand. His battles are described (too often with too much detail). The author is an 
authority on the subject, he tells a good story of baseball, and knows the inside stories 
of the successive scandals which Landis dealt with honestly. There's a good deal about 
Landis' youth and training; about such players as Babe Ruth, Ty Cobb, Tris Speaker, 
Bob Feller; the baseball in the book will hold more appeal to the fans than the legal 


and historical aspects; games play a small part. 
Julzy8 (25° 


Klein, C.T. Macmillan 
STARTING RIGHT WITH POULTRY $2.75 
A turkey farmer voted Klein's Starting Right With Turkeys tops in its field. 
Now comes this book, which should have a wider market, as 4 great many small holders 
who run family farms want to go in for enough poultry to take care of family needs. The 
material in this book is predicated on the needs (in eggs and meat) of a family of four, 
and the final chapter actually suggests ways in which to use the products. The author 
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starts with discussion of proper housing,- building supplies needed, costs, procedure, 
equipment, upkeep. Then he goes on to the selection of breed, brooding chicks, shel- 
ters and ranges; feeding. Additional chaptérs consider reasonable expectancy in yield 
of eggs, meat; how to cull a flock, pick layers; health and disease; miscellaneous 
problems confronting the poultry raiser; records, etc. Practical book on procedure. 


July 9 v 


Fryer, Lee Harper 
THE AMERICAN FARMER “$3.00 

Thesis study and analysis on the small, independent, family farmer - his 
place in the world today and tomorrow, his problems,- in health, housing, land, debt- 
the competition of big business, of corporate, industrial, migratory and organized lab- 
or farming - and the solution in cooperative local farming units. An expanse of rural 
life- in yardstick terms- of problems and prospects, of farm women, of housing, of 
health; of farming occupations and industries; of community possibilities; of exper- 
iences and beliefs; of the hopes of a secure and decent life. He describes and discuss- 
es the survival of the farmer from the point of view of national farm policy and a rich- 
er era for agricultural workers. A work book for agricultural schools, for the econ- 
omic and social material, for the standards presented; a study book for the brief on 
the millions in question, rather than a book for the general public on a way of life. 


July 15 


Nussbaum, Arthur Macmillan 
A CONCISE HISTORY OF THE LAW OF NATIONS $5.00 

A learned, definitive history of international law, from the time of the 
early Greeks to the outbreak of World War II. The author correlates legal history 
with political developments, which broadens its scope of interest. He traces the 
seeds of the law of nations in the Greek and Roman civilizations and the great strides 
made in legal history through the Middle Ages up to the Congress of Vienna which op- 
ened the modern era of international law. Prof. Nussbaum devotes a chapter to each 
century and his method is to precede each section with a review of political develop- 
ments of the era and then to go on with the doctrinal and literary progress and short 
biographies of the great legal men of the times‘- Thomas Aquinas, Francisco Vitoria, 
Francisco Suarez, Gentili, Grotius, Hobbs, Bynkershock, Wolff, DeVattel, Moser. In- 
Clusive, concise bibliography for the student. 


Robinson, Ed. & Carolyn wut F Macmillan 
THE "“HAVE-MORE” PLAN $2.95 

With regenerative enthusiasm, the Robinsons tell of their change from city 
life to country, where with a little land they got a "lot of living", managed both 
security and economy as they raised 70% of what they consumed. This charts the way 
for their converts, giving full advice on the how and how much it costs to home- 
stead. Finding a house within 25 miles of the city for the city worker (since they 
mean country- not suburban- this is optimistic in many locales); the layout, water, 
sanitation, electricity, landscaping, building a barn, raising your own food from 
vegetables, fruit, herbs, to chickens, eggs, geese, turkey, ducks, squabs, rabbits, 
pigs, cows, ees, goats; your own vineyard and wine-making; preserving your food 
with quick freezing and pressure canning. All this can be done in your spare time 
(which they set at 20 hours a week), and they provide the basic information. It 
sounds pretty busy to me. (A city gal speaking)...See above for Klein's book-P.267. 
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Seagle, William Macmillan 
‘MEN OF LAW: From Hammurabi to Holmes $3.75 

A series of brief, concise biographies of the great men of the law, from 
Hammurabi to Holmes, and secondarily a study of the major developments in the history 
of the law. Here are the legal titans and their contributions:- Hammurabi and the 
origin of formal law; Solon and the beginnings of Athenian civil law; Gaius and Rom- 
an civil law and classic Roman jurisprudence; Justinian and the codification of Rom=_ 
an: Hugo Grotius and the founding of international law; Edward I and the establishment 
of the three courts of common law of Parliament; Egerton and the philosophy of Eng- 
lish equity; Coke and the fight for judicial supremacy and civil liberty; Blackstone 
end the classification of classic English common law; Beccaria and the creation of a 
penal code; Bentham and procedural reform and the theory of positive law; John Mar- 
shall and the institution of judicial review; Rudoph von Jhering and the theory of 
law as a means to an end, and Holmes and his supreme judicial objectivity and fight 
for civil liberties. Not just legal biographies, these pieces treat the personal lives 
of these men and their times. Warm, human lives as well as popular legal history. 


July 17 


Straubel, James Ho- &éd.- 
AIRFORCE DIARY Simon & Schuster 
$5079 
A collection of short stories, anecdotes, pieces eulogizing the flyers of 
the Army Air Forces, and occasionally the men who kept them flying, written by sever- 
al sergeants and generals, but for the most part by majors of Atr Force. The diary is 
dated, but the main arrangement of pieces is according to theme, namely, first hand 
accounts of missions, life in prison camps, the adventures of being shot dowvm, B-29's, 
the Air Transport Command, service crews at the base, flight doctors and nurses, peace 
celebrations, post-war aviation. Included are two over-all reviews of the air war in 
Europe and in the Pacific as well as signed articles by Generals Chennault and Arnold. 
A souvenir book for the officers and the enlisted men of the Army Air Forces. 


July 22 


7 Macmillan 

MAINE WAYS $2075 
Bits and pieces about Maine and the Henry Bestons' place in Maine- a 

delightful potpourri of legend, folk material in the making, reflective pieces, ech- 
oes of a beloved way of life, bits about neighbors, villagers, local customs, inter- 
ests and activities. Some of the chapters are very short- some philosophical, medit- 
ative. All give a picture, now here, now there, which adds up to a rounded sense of 
knowing the Bestons (Elizabeth Coatsworth's husband is a writer, too - as no doubt you 
know) - of sharing their way of life- of becoming impregnated with the feel of Maine, 
country and shore. Definitely a book for largely a regional market. 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth 


Krauss, Helen K. Macmillan 
BEGONIAS FOR AMERICAN HOMES AND GARDENS $4.00 
The Director of Nomenclature Department of the American Begonia Soc- 
iety has written what is- as of the present- a definitive reference work on begonias,- 
their families, their varieties, their culture. The text is not intended for the am- 
ateur gardener, but for the horticulturist, botanist, specialist in the field. Some 
space is given in rather bald terms to the history of their discovery, their uses, 
their extensive cultivation, until they number up in the thousands. This book identi- 


fies the groups and species. 












65 photographs; 17 line cuts related to families and culture. 
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Fleming, Clint Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
WHEN THE FISH ARE RISING $3.50 
From 45 years of guiding, these stories, observations and experiences in 
the Rideau Lakes district of Canada, which tell of lake trout, large mouth black bass, 
walleye pike’, the fighting muskie, small mouth bass, panfish, pickerel, in light of | 
the sportsmanship that makes so many devotees of fishing. There are portraits of 
fishermen, of all kinds, of fishing sense, of the habits and lore of the forests, lakes 
and streams of Eastern Ontario; there's a ghost story, some backwoods philosophy and 
character evaluation; there are the necessary tactics of hunting and fishing, and the 
many personalities the author has encountered. It is an outdoors book, a “natural” for 


the fishing fraternity. 


Effinger, R.C. Harper 
ABC OF INVESTING 7/4 v - $2500 

An excellent small book on the subject, designed to meet the needs of the (x2 
relatively small investor. Not a rigid- get-rich-quick book, not even a book which 
names specific investments. But a book which treats of fundamentals, illustrates with 
examples, and charts price movements. He summarizes objectives- suggests balancing 
such objectives, discusses available information in newspapers and investment service. 
Specific types of investments for specific purposes (such as high grade short term bonds 
and notes for stability), investment portfolios, selling and buying, and the pitfalls for 
the inexperienced. Excellent as groundwork for those who would build for the future. 


Brockelmann, Carl Oar. Putnam 
THE HISTORY OF THE ISLAMIC PEOPLES $6.00 

This book will be of value to students and scholars but the average reader 
would find it heavy going, which is unfortunate at this moment, when the timeliness of 
the subject would tend to make it in great demand. It is an authoritative history of 
the Islamic people from pre-Muhammed (his spelling) days to 1939, published in Germany 
before World War II. Brockelmann discussed with scrupulous detail the early history 
of the independent Arab states, social customs, religion, geography and poetry. He 
writes of the Prophet's life and analyzes his religious credo. After his death, the 
history is one of conquest, internal strife, greed, uprisings, feuds and a succession 
of rulers who spread the faith by the sword. As they absorbed the culture of other 
nations, they developed an interest in science, philosophy, architecture. With the 
rise of the Turkish generals to power, the Muslims were plagued by taxes, factional 
strife, controversy. Those chapters dealing with the infiltration of Europeans into 
the Near East in the 19th and 20th century give insight into many of the problems of 
the Middle East today - and alone, of the whole, strikes a note of immediate interest. 
Primarily a reference book. (This was originally reported, P. 54, for March). 


Late Arrivals (Practically published) 


Tatsuo, Ishimoto Crown 
THE ART OF FLOWER ARRANGEMENT $2.50 

This is the third book on flower arrangements this season. It differs from 
the others in having more pictures and less text, in basing the principles on the 
highly deveioped art of Japan without conforming to the studied traditional approach. 
The result is a beautiful book, its chief value lying in the succession of how-to-do- 
it pictures dealing with flowers accessible to most people, either in the small garden 
or - via a neighborhood florist- to the small pocketboqk. Containers are brought down 
to a practical basis of four shapes and sizes; holders to chiefly ‘the needle wire hold- 
ers, supplemented with a bit of modelling clay or a few stones. A book whose basic 
conception is closely allied to the lesson nature teaches. ' 150 photographs. 
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Jones, Prof. Robert Wi. Dutton 
JOURNALISM IN THE UNITED STATES $7.50 


The price will probably preclude this reaching as wide a market as it might, 
and its sale will doubtless be confined largely to the specific field in which it deals, 
and to reference shelves. Actually, in content it should appeal to more readers, for 
there is a vast amount of difficult-to-find material dealing with the history of journal- 
ism, Except for a brief survey of the infancy of what went for journalism in the dawn 
of printing, this begins with the coming of printing to America, the earliest news 
Sheets, and the personalities responsible for launching American journalism, with the 
Franklins high on that list. There are all sorts of “firsts” which will fascinate anyone 
interested in printing, in periodicals, in publishing, even in advertising which took its 
first steps in the meager, crude advertising of colonial days. I found the early part 
much more interesting than the chapters dealing with modern journalism, where the author 
was too guarded and noncommittal for my taste. Illustrations throughout give a feel of 
the appearance of the early sheets, with some headline news such as the Klondike, 
"D-Day", etc. bringing newspaper format up to the present. Except in isolated instances, 

the text is almost formless, just a marshalling of facts, illustrated from source ma-= 
terial, but to anyone concerned with those facts, it will prove a goldmine of informa- 
2 Schools of journalism will find it invaluable, and there is an “education edition" 
at $5.85. 


Frank, Waldo New Editions of Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
RE-DISCOVERY OF AMERICA & CHART FOR ROUGH WATER $5.00 
(1929) (1940) 


There is a certain ironic timeliness in the_reissue of these two studies of 
American life and of America's position in the world, for Vialdo Frank was so far ahead 
of his time (in 1929) that reread, much of his assumptions and conclusions take on 
semblance of prophesy. Not always easy reading, but recurrently challenging and de- 
mandiny rereading, the whole leaves an impress of a world that is doomed, an America 
that needs re-viewing, but of fundamentals that may be remade into a new America..ce 
Chart for Rough Water deals with problems that have arisen since Hitler,- Isolation, 
Communism, Fascism, Nationalism etc....Frank has something to say; he is not always 
comfortable for the aware reader; his style has an oddly eliptical qualtiy that I, 
personally, found disrupting to orderly processes. But he is worth the effort. 


Staff of Yank, The Army Weekly Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
YANK: THE G.I. STORY OF THE WAR $5.00 
* A chronological coverage of the war, in the words = and terms- of the boys 


whe fought it, as the vears 1941 to 1945 were written up, photographed and sketched 

for Yank.-I can think of no other book which will come closer to the experiences of the 
fourteen million doughs who “hope to God they won't have to do it again"....Here is the 
ware they none of them liked- from Guadalcanal, North Africa, New Guinea, to Anzio, Cor- 
regidor, Alaska; the fall of Rome and Paris; the opening up of Germany; the deaths of 
Roosevelt, of Ernie Pyle, of Mussolini; the Tokyo raid and the atom bomb. Uncensored, 
unprettified, critical and colloquial, this is the way the war was reported by the | 
army's magazine = and the way it will be remembered by the mass of those who participated, 
An excellent piece of editing and bookmaking. (Publ. ) 


NOTE 


The vote went yo% against reversing the order of first names and last. So- in an en- 
deavor to find some set-up that will bring the author surname ahead for the purpose of 
being able to see it more quickly in filed issues, we are trying this format in this iss- 
ue and a slightly different arrangement in the nect. If you have any constructive 
ideas on the subject, our aim is to please you, so please let us know what you think. 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Coward-McCann 
Hervey, J.- THE AMERICAN TROTTER- from 5/26 to 6/2. Price from $6.00 to 
$7 .50 
John Day 
Hackett, F.~ ON JUDGING BOOKS- from 5/22 to 6/? 
Mbonu Ojike- I HAVE TWO COUNTRIES- from 5/22 to “ Price from $2.75 to 
3.00 
Doubleday 
Clark, Blake- HAWAII- Price from $2.50 to $3.00 
Eskelund, Karl- MY DANISH FATHER- price from $2.00 to $2.50 
Norris, Kathleen- SECRETS OF HILLYARD HOUSE- from 6/19 to 7/2h 
Stryker, L.P.- FOR THE DEFENSE- The price is $5.00 
Tallent, R.- MRS. CANDY AND SATURDAY NIGHT- from 6/19 to 7/17 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce. 
Jackson, J.H.- kd. SAN FRANCISCO MURDERS- from published to 5/21 
Rice, Craig- £d.- LOS ANGELES MURDERS- from published to 6/11 
Dutton 
Hale, Garth- THIS POUNDING WHEEL- definite date 6/30 
Ferrar, Straus 
Redman, B.R.- &d. THE PLEASURES OF PEACOCK- from 5/29 to indefinite 
Tilton, Alice- THE IRON CLEW- from 6/23 to 6/19 
Hercourt, Brace 
Stern, J.- THE HIDDEN DAMAGE- price from $3.50 to $.400 
Welty, Eudora- THE WIDE NET= price from $3.00 ‘to $2.75 
Harper 
Bromfield, L.- KENNY- from 5/21 to 5/28 
Dorian, F.- THE MUSICAL WORKSHOP- from 5/7 to 7/9 
Halsey, G.D.- HANDBOOK OF PERSONNEL MANAGEMENT- from 6/18 to 7/23 
McCune, W.- THE NINE YOUNG MEN- postponed to 5/21 
Meredith, D.- HOW TO BUY A HOUSE- postponed to 5/21 
Macrae -Smi th 
(J) Headley, Elizabeth- TAKE A CALL, TOPSY- from 5/26 to 6/16 
Putnam 
(J) Akers, D.- YOUNG TURKEY- from 5/23 to 5/30 
Brockelmann, C.- HISTORY OF THE ISLAMIC PEOPLES- from 5/29 to 7/22 
Johnson, T.H.- Fd. A MAN'S REACH- from 5/9 to 5/30 
Roy 
Chesser, Dr. E.- LOVE WITHOUT FEAR- from 5/12 to 6/23 
Simon & Schuster 
Powell, R.- AND HOPE TO DIE- price from $2.00 to $2.50 


Rich, H.- THE SPRING BEGINS- definite date 6/27. Price from $2.75 to $3.00 


Wolfson, V.= EAGIE ON THE PLAIN- definite date 7/22 
Whittlesey House 

Callahan, N.- THE ARMED FORCES AS A CAREER- from 5/? to 6/16 

Pearson, H.S.- SUCCESSFUL PART-TIME FARMING- from 5/9 to 5/28 

Reyher, B.- &d.+ BABIES KEEP COMING- from 5/2 to 6/9 

Stratton, C.- IMPROVING YOUR VOCABULARY- from 5/? to 6/23 
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BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service 38 Bank Street 


VOL. XV June 1, 1947 


SPRING JUVENILE CHECK LIST- JANUARY TO JUNE 


COMPLETE CHECK LIST OF- 1947 JUVENILES REPORTED TO DATE 


Note: The following annotations will help a quick survey. **VERY GOOD: * GOOD: 
o OMIT. Titles not carrying any key indications should be checked for original 
reports (page numbers indicated throughout). In many cases, the shops carrying a 
wide assortment will find these titles necessary for their stock. The keying of 
titles is for use of the shop doing sharply selective buying. 


Special Note To Librarians: Recommendations sometimes necessarily bear the stamp 
of good merchandise, rather than basic quality. Please make allowances for this 
in checking for your purposes. | 


PICTURE BOOKS 


Author Title Publisher Price 
Fisher, Marilyn ROUNDABOUT BOATS & 
ROUNDABOUT CARS Printed Arts Co. $1.00 
Fisher, Marilyn ROUNDABOUT FLOWERS & 

ROUNDABOUT DOLLS Printed Arts Co. 1.00 
Fisher, Marilyn ROUNDABOUT MOTHER GOOSE 

& ROUNDABOUT TOYS Printed Arts Co. 1.00 

*RAND McNALLY CLOTH BOOKS Rand McNally ea.075 

Victor, Jeffrey THE ROCK-A-BYE BOOK Will Roberts 1.00 


GRADUATING TO PICTURE-STORY BOOKS 


Barrows, Marjorie HOPPITY Rand McNally -60 
Beatty ,Hetty Burlingame TOPSY Houghton, Mifflin 1.00 
Beim, Lorraine BENJAMIN BUSYBODY Harcourt, Brace 2.00 
Brown, Margaret Wise THE BAD LITTLE DUCKHUNTER Scott 1.50 
Brown, Margaret Wise *THE GOLDEN EGG BOOK Simon & Schuster 1.00 
Ernest, Edward PETER'S BIRTHDAY PARTY Oxford 1.00 
Ets, Marie Hall OLEY THE SEA MONSTER Viking 1.50 
Evers, Helen & Alf *SLOPPY JOE Rand McNally °60 
Graham, Al *TIMOTHY TURTLE Robert Welch 2290 
Gulick, Peggy _ SING SANG SUNG AND WILLIE Knopf 1.50 
Milius, Winifred HERE COMES DADDY Scott 1.25 
Ross, Diana *THE STORY OF THE LITTLE 

RED ENGINE Transatlantic Arts 1.80 
Victor, Jeffrey THE FIRE ENGINE BOOK Will Roberts 1.00 


READ ALOUD (5-9) 


Adshead, Gladys L. & 
Shapire, George H. SEVENTEEN TO SING Oxford 2250 
Andros, Guy FREDDIE THE OWL Oxford 1,00 
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Avery, Kay 

Bare, Arnold Edwin 
Bechdolt, Jack 
Begg, John 


Bergengren, Ralph 

Bishop, Claire Huchet 

Brock, Emma L. 

Buck, Margaret Waring 

Burton, EHarl & Linette 

Clymer, Eleanor 

Courlander, Harold & 
Herzog, George 

de la Mare, Walter 

Doane, Pelagie 

Dodge, Peggy Polsky 

Gustavson, Harry 

Hazeltine, Alice Isabel & 
Smith, Elva Sophronia 


Heal, Edith 


Herzog, George & 

Courlander, Harold 
Hogner, Dorothy Childs 
Hoke, Helen 
Humphreys, Dena 
Hunt, Mabel Leigh 
Hurd, Edith Thacher 
Ipcar, Dahlov 
MacDonald, Betty 
Marshall, Dean 
McFarland, Wilma—<d. 
Moore, Ida Cecil 
Newell, Hope 


Potter, Russell 

Rathbun, HeJ.en K. 

Ritter, Elizabeth 

Schneider, Nina 

Shapiro, George H. & 
Adshead, Gladys L. 

Smith, Elva Sophronia & 
Hazeltine, Alice Isabel 


Taylor, Margeret 
Thomas, Margaret Loring 
Williams, Jay 


Johnson, Margaret S. & 
Helen Lossing 


Spring Juvenile Check List 
READ ALOUD (Cont.) 


WEE WILLOW WHISTLE 

THE GOLDEN GOOSE 
FAIRY KITTENS 

TWO LITTLE TIGERS AND 
HOW THEY FLEW 

SUSAN AND THE BUTTERBEES 

*PANCAKES--~ PARIS 

A PET FOR BARBIE 

*COUNTRY BOY 

TAFFY AND JOE 

“THE TROLLEY CAR FAMILY 


“THE COW TAIL SWITCH 
*RHYMBS AND VERSES 
BROTHER, BABY AND I 
TRILLIUM AND THE TULIPS 
UP GOES THE HOUSE 


*THE EASTER BOOK 


THE GOLDEN BOWL 


“THE COW TAIL SWITCH 

BLUE SWAMP 

TOO MANY KITTENS 

THE ZOO BOOK 

SUCH A KIND WORLD 

HURRY HURRY 

ANIMAL HIDE AND SEEK 

“MRS. PIGGLE-WIGGLE 

“THE SILVER ROBIN 

*FOR A CHILD 

LUCKY ORPHAN 

THE LITTLE OLD WOMAN 
CARRIES ON 

LITTLE RED FERRY BOAT 

EASTER SURPRISE 

YOU NEVER CAN TELL 


*HERCULES THE GENTLE GIANT 


SEVENTEEN TO SING 
“THE EASTER BOOK 
JASPER, THE DRUMMIN® BOY 


THE BURRO’S MONEYBAG 
oEFAGLE JAKE & INDIAN PETE 


FIRST STEPS IN READING 


JOEY AND PATCHES 


Keeler, Katherine Southwick SUMMER COMES TO MEADOW 
BROOK FARM 


Knopf 
Houghton, Mifflin 
Oxford 


Oxford 

Longmans, Green 
Viking 

Knopf 
Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Whittlesey 

McKay 


Holt 

Holt 

Grosset & Dunlap 
Messner 

Oxford 


Lothrop, Lee & 
Shepard 

Lothrop, Lee & 
Shepard 


Holt 

Oxford 

David McKay 
Henry Holt 
Grosset & Dunlap 
Scott 

Scott 

Lippincott 
Dutton 
Westminster Press 
Scribner 


Nelson 

Holt 

Crowell 

Grosset & Dunlap 
Roy Publishers 


Oxford 
Lothrop, Lee & 

Shepard 
Viking 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 
Rinehart 


Morrow 


Nelson 
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163 

67 
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Norling, Jo & Ernest 
Tousey, Sanford 
Webber, Irma E, 
Wright, Wendell W. 


Rainbow Classics 
Yates, Elizabeth- £d.. 


Balinska, Irena 
Berry, Brick 


Bowen, Betty Morgan 
Bower, Barbara 

Burgwyn, Mebane Holoman 
Coatsworth, Elizabeth 
Daringer, Helen F. 
duBois, William Pene 
Evernden, Margery 


Friedman, Frieda 
Frost, Frances 


Henry, Marguerite 
King, Faye 

Mason, Miriam E. 
Schoonover, Mary T. 


Seaman, Augusta Huiell 


Alexander, Beatrice 
Fisher, Lois 


Guthridge, Sue 
Howard, Helen Littler 
Le Grand 

LeSueur, Meridel 


Meadowcroft, Enid La Monte 


Monsell, Helen Albee 
Snither, Ethel L. 


Stevenson, Augusta 
Wilson, Hazel 


Spring Juvenile Check List 


POGO’S LAMB 

BILL AND THE CIRCUS 
*ANYWHERE IN THE WORLD 
THE RAINBOW DICTIONARY 


CLASSICS 


JOSEPH 


STORY BOOKS FOR THE 8 TO 11's 


THE SECRET CAMP 

THE LITTLE FARM IN THE 
BIG CITY 

*MILO°S NEW WORLD 

*WORZEL GUMMIDGE 

*RIVER TREASURE 

PLUM DAFFY ADVENTURE 

ADOPTED JANE 

*THE TWENTY ONE BALLOONS 

*THE SECRET OF THE 
PORCELAIN FISH 

*DOT FOR SHORT 


“WINDY FOOT AT THE COUNTY 


FAIR 
“BENJAMIN WEST AND HIS 
CAT GRIMALKIN 


JUDY AND THE GOLDEN HORSE 


®THE MIDDLE SISTER 
oMRS. McFINNY AND HER 
FRIENDS 


THE MYSTERY OF THE OTHER 


HOUSE 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 8 to 11's 


FAMOUS MYTHS OF THE 
GOLDEN AGE 

YOU AND THE UNITED 

_ NATIONS 

TOM EDISON 

OHANNAH'S SOD HOUSE 


AUGUSTUS RIDES THE BORDER 


*LITTLE BROTHER OF THE 
WILDERNESS 

ON INDIAN TRAILS WITH 
DANIEL BOONE 

*HENRY CLAY 

A PICTURE BOOK OF 
PALESTINE 

U.S. GRANT 

oTHE OWEN BOYS 


FIRST STEPS IN READING (Cont.) 


Henry Holt 
Whitman 
Scott 
World 


World 
Knopf 


Morrow 


Viking 
Longmans, Green 
Putnam 

Oxford 
Macmillan 
Harcourt, Brace 
Viking 


Random House 
Morrow 


Whittlesey 
Bobbs-Merrill 
Caxton 
Macmillan 
Macmillan 


Doubleday 


Random House 


Childrens Press 
Bobbs-Merrill 
Caxton , 
Bobbs-Merrill 


Knopf 


Crowell 
Bobbs-Merrill 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 


Bobbs-Merrill 


Abingdon-Cokesbury 
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$1.25 
1.25 
1.50 
3.50 


1.00 
2.00 


2.50 


1.50 
2.00 
2.50 
2.590 
225 
2.00 
2.50 


Reed 
2.00 


2,00 
2.50 
2.50 
1.50 
2.00 


2,00 


1,00 


060 
1.50 
300 
2.00 


2.50 


2.00 
1.50 


1,00 
1.50 
2.00 
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164 
128 
238 


192 
217 


217 


218 
30 
190 
217 
99 
190 
99 


218 


100 
67 
217 
31 
99 


190 


165 


218 

68 
239 
164 


218 


128 


100 
68 
164 
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Spring Juvenile Check List 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN-Fictton 


oe 
tw 
° 


YOUNG TURKEY Putnam 

HANK WINTON, SMOKECHASER Random House 

S. 0. S. HELICOPTER Whitman 

*QPERATION UNDERGROUND Little, Brown 

THE VALLZY OF ADVENTURE Macmillan 

SPURS FOR SUZANNA Westminster 

*SECRET PASSAGE Winston 

*SUGAR BUSH Nelson 

oPIRATE LAIR Rinehart 

BRIGHT HORIZONS Putnam 

FLYING CORRESPONDENT Dutton 

*WILD ANIMALS OF THE FIVE 
RIVERS COUNTRY 

BIRD DOG BARGAIN 


Akers, Dwight 
Atwater, Montgomery M. 
Bain, Edward U, 
Berger, Josef 

Blyton, Enid 

Cavanna, Betty 
Cavanna, Betty 

Dane, Dorathea 

Dean, Leon W, 

Emery, Anne 

Felsen, Henry Gregor 
Franklin, George Cory 


SZSessszars 


Houghton, Mifflin 
Henry Holt 


Gilbert, Kenneth 
Goodwin, Hal 

Grew, David 
Headley, Elizabeth 
Hess, Fjeril 
Howard, Elizabeth 
Ish-Kishor, Judith 
Kyle, Hlisabeth 
Lambert, Janet 
Layton, Mark 
Lucas, Bric 
Malvern, Gladys 


Mew, Margaret 
Sattley, Helen R. 
Sperry, Armstrong 
Sprague, Rosemary 
Streatfeild, Noel 
Waldeck, Theodore J. 


Wire, Harold Channing 


Aleksander, Irina 
Beeler, Nelson F. & 


©THE FEATHERED CAPE 
BEYOND ROPE AND FENCE 
TAKE A CALL, TOPSY 
FLY AWAY HOME 

®SUMMER UNDER SAIL 


*ADVENTURE IN PALESTINE 


HOLLY HOTEL 
PRACTICALLY PERFECT 
SILVER SPURS 
“VOYAGE THIRTEEN 


*ANN LAWRENCE OF OLD NEW 


YORK 
NIKOLINE’S CHOICE 
THE YOUNG BARBARIANS 
THE RAIN FOREST 
“NORTHWARD TO ALBION 
PARTY SHOES 


*°THE GOLDEN STALLION 


HIGH COUNTRY 


THIS IS RUSSIA 


Westminster 

David McKay 
Macrae-Smith 
Macmillan 

Morrow 

Messner 

Houghton, Mifflin 
Dutton 

M. S. Mill $2.00 or 
Young World Books 


Messner 
Oxford 
Morrow 
Macmillan 
Roy 

Random House 


Viking 
Westminster 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Non-fiction 


David McKay 


Crowell 


° 


ssszesse2 
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Branley, Franklyn M. EXPERIMENTS IN SCIENCE 


Branley, Franklyn, M. & 
Beeler, Nelson F. 


EXPERIMENTS IN SCIENCE Crowell 


Carmer, Carl 


Farnum, Mabel 
Finney, Ross Lee 
Fox, Ruth 
Francis, Hdna D. 


Galt, Tom 


Garbedian, H. Gordon 
Gould, Jean 


Granick, Farry 
Lent, Henry B. 


*FOR THE RIGHTS OF MEN 


AMERICAN SAINT 
THE GAME OF HARMONY 
GREAT MEN OF MEDICINE 


*MY AMERICA IN CROSS WORD 


PUZZLES 


HOW THE UNITED NATIONS 


WORKS 
THOMAS A. EDISON 
* JANE 
UNDERNEATH NEW YORK 
EIGHT HOURS TO SOLO 


Hinds, Hayden & 
Eldredge 
Didier 


.Harcourt, Brace 


Random House 
Winston 


Crowell 

Messner 

Houghton, Mifflin 
Rinehart 
Macmillan 
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McKee, Philip 

Novikoff, Alex 

Pace, Mildred 
Petersham, Maud & Miska 
Shippen, Katherine B. 
Stevenson, 0. J. 

Stone, Adrienne 






Spring Juvenile. Check List | 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Non-fiction (Cont.) 


WARRIORS WITH WINGS 
oFROM HEAD TO FOOT 
JULIETTE LOW 
*AMERICA’S STAMPS 
THE GREAT HERITAGE 
THE TALKING WIRE 
HAWAII'S QUEEN 
LILUOKALANI 


FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Adams, Samuel Hopkins 
Aldis, Dorothy 

Allis, Marguerite 
Arnold, Elliott 
Davis, Clyde Brion 
Emery, R. Ge 

Dickson, Marguerite 
Ertz, Susan 

Evans, Evan 

Faralla, Dana 
Freedman, Benedict & Nancy 
Garst, Shannon 
Giles, Barbara 
Goudge, Elizabeth 
Harkins, Philip 
Hughes, Babette 


Johnson, Enid 
Lancaster, Bruce 
Lensing, Elisabeth 
Lewiton, Nina 
MacKaye, Loring 
Meek, Col. S. P. 
Panetta, George 


Paul, Marcia 


Shurtleff, Bertrand 
Thorne, Anthony 

Van Lissel, Karen 
Walker, Mildred 
Whitney, Phyllis 


NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Bellamy, Francis Rufus 
Blankfort, Michael 
Bond, Raymond T.- Ed. 


Callahan, North 
Cempbell, John W, 


Curle, Richard 
Dalrymple, Byron W. 


‘BANNER BY THE WAYSIDE 
DARK SUMMER 
WATER OVER THE DAM 
BLOOD BROTHER 

JEREMY BELL 
ADVENTURE NORTH 

“LIGHTNING STRIKES TWICE 
MARY HALLAM 

THE BORDER BANDIT 

“THH MAGNIFICENT BARB 
MRS, MIKE 

AMELIA EARHART 

THE GENTLE BUSH 

THE LITTLE WHITE HORSE 

*THE BIG SILVER BOWL 
LAST NIGHT WHEN WE WERE 
YOUNG 

BIG BRIGHT LAND 

THE SCARLET PATCH 
NANCY NAYLOR 

THE DIVIDED HEART 

“JOHN OF AMERICA 

*PAT 

JIMMY POTTS GETS A 
HAIRCUT 

MARY ALLEN, PUBLICITY 
GIRL 

THE LONG LASH 

SO LONG AT THE FAIR 
CONNIE 

THE QUARRY 

*WILLOW HILL 


BLOOD MONEY 

THE BIG YANKEE 

FAMOUS STORIES OF CODE 
AND CIPHER 

THE ARMED FORCES AS A 
CAREER 

THE ATOMIC STORY 

STAMP COLLECTING 

PANFISH 


Crowell 
International 
Scribner 
Macmillan 
Viking 
Messner 


Messner 


Random House 
Putnam 

Putnam 
Duell,Sloan & Pearce 
Rinehart 
Macrae-Smith 
Nelson 

Harper 

Harper 

Messner $2.50 or 
Coward-McCann 
Messner 

Harcourt, Brace 
Coward-McCann 
Morrow 


Rinehart 
Messner 

Little, Brown 
Crowell 
David , McKay 
Longmans, Green 
Knopf 


Doubleday 


Messner 
Bobbs~-Merrill 
Random House 
Messner 
Harcourt, Brace 
David McKay 


Dutton 
Little, Brown 


Rinehart 


Whittlesey House 
Henry Holt 
Knopf 
Whittlesey House 
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33 
129 
166 
101 
219 


129 


71 
168 
34 


o4 
167 
167 

70 


34 
OO 
102 
240 
167 
70 


130 
192 
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102 
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221 


220 
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Davis, Ruth & Shaw, 
Harry Eds. 

Dodge, David 

Dreagunas, Andrew 

Dubkin, Leonard 

Ehre, Bdwerd & Marsh, 

Irving T.- Eds. 


Ekrem, Selma 

Fischer, Helene 
Graham, Shirley 
Hawthorne, Hildegarde 
Hecht, Selig 

Hosford, Dorothy 


Ingells, Douglas 
Iselin, Fred & 
Spectorsky, A. C. 
Jaeger, Blisworth 
Jennings, John 
Kehn, BE. Jos IIe 
Lane, Ferdinand C,. 
Lieb, Frederick G, 
Lips, Julius E, 
Lomax, John A, 


LOOK, Editors of 

Loomis, Andrew 

Louis, Joe 

Merin-Marie 

Menus, Max 

Marsh, Irving T. & 
Ehre, Edward- Eds. 


Mooers, Calvin N, & 
Charlotte Davis 
Moore, Harriet L. & 
Pratt, Helen Gay 
Peck, Anne Merriman 


Perez, Luis 

Potter, Jean 

Pratt, Helen Gay & 
Moore, Harriet L. 

Rivers, Don 


Roerk, Eldon 

Shaw, Harry & 
Davis, Ruth- Fds. 

Shelley, E. M,. 

Singmaster, Elsie 


Spectorsky, A.C. & 
Iselin, Fred 


Vocational Guidance Research 


White, Charles D. 
Whiting, John R. 
Woodward, C. Vann 


Spring Juvenile Check List 
NON-FICTION FOR YOUNG PEOPLE (cont.) 


*AMERICANS ALL 


HOW GREEN WAS MY FATHER 


CREATING JEWELRY 
ENCHANTED STREETS 


BEST SPORTS STORIES OF 
1947 

TURKEY 

SKIING EAST AND WEST 

*THERE ONCE WAS A SLAVE 

BORN TO ADVENTURE 

EXPLAINING THE ATOM 

BY HIS OWN MIGHT: THE 
BATTLES OF BEOWULF 

THEY TAMED THE SKIES 


INVITATION TO SKIING 

EASY CRAFTS 

BOSTON 

THE VOICE 

THE MYSTERIOUS SEA 

THE BOSTON RED SOX 

THE ORIGIN OF THINGS 

ADVENTURES OF A BALLAD 
HUNTER 

THE STORY OF THE FBI 

CREATIVE ILLUSTRATION 

MY LIFE STORY 

WIND ALOFT, WIND ALOW 

9 LIVES BEFORE 30 


BEST SPORTS STORIES OF 
1947 


ELECTRONICS 


RUSSIA 

THE PAGEANT OF MIDDLE 
AMERICAN HISTORY 

EL COYOTE THE REBEL 

THE FLYING NORTH 


RUSSIA 

YOUR CAREER IN 
ADVERTISING 

JUST A MUTT 


AMERICANS ALL 

BIRD DOG TRAINING 

I SPEAK FOR THADDEUS 
STEVENS 


INVITATION TO SKIING 
OUTDOOR JOBS FOR MEN 
HANDBOOK OF SAILING 


Harper 

Simon & Schuster 
Harper 

Little, Brown 


Dutton 

Scribner 
Hastings House 
Messner 
Appleton-Century 
Viking : 


Henry Holt 
Appleton-Century 


Simon & Schuster 
Macmillan 
Doubleday 
Harper 

Doubleday 
Putnam ' 

A. A. Wyn 


Macmillan 
Dutton 


Viking 
Duell,Sloan & Pearce 
Scribner 
Doubleday 
Dutton 
Bobbs-Merrill 
John Day 
Longmans, Green 
Henry Holt 
Macmillan 

John Day 


Dutton 
Whittlesey House 


Harper 
Putnam 


Houghton, Mifflin 
Simon & Schuster 
Vanguard 


Crowell 


PHOTOGRAPHY IS A LANGUAGE Ziff-Davis 
THE BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF Macmillan 


“3 e 3 
8888s 





~-278- 


$3.00 
2.75 
3.00 
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2.50 
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3.250 
2.75 
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3.50 


3.00 
2.75 


3.00 
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3.50 


3.00 
2.50 
3.00 
4.00 
3.75 









240 
192 
193 
221 


240 
240 
102 
131 
168 
131 


168 
131 


35 
35 
34 
101 
71 
221 
221 


35 
240 
71 
35 


240 
131 
101 
220 

71 
101 


220 
102 


240 
71 


220 
35 


220 
72 
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; 
Spring Juvenile Check List 


BOOKS FOR USE BY PARENTS & TEACHERS 


Alschuler, Rose H. & 
Hattwick, La Berta A. 

Berry, Erick & Best, 
Herbert 

Best, Herbert & Berry, 
Erick 

Child Study Association 

Erminger, Lila W. & 
Hopkins, Marjorie R. 

Hattwick, La Berta A, & 
Alschuler, Rose H, 

Hopkins, Marjorie R, & 
Erminger, Lila W, 

Horowitz, Caroline 


Hunt, Evelyn H. 
Stevenson, Robert Louis 


PAINTING AND PERSONALITY 


WRITING FOR CHILDREN 


WRITING FOR CHILDREN 


*PARENTS’ QUESTIONS 


FOOD & FUN 


PAINTING AND PERSONALITY 


FOOD & FUN 
A TREASURY OF PLAY IDEAS 
FOR TINY TOTS 


*MUSIC TIME 


SONGS WITH MUSIC 


Univ. of Chicago 


Viking 


Viking 
Harper 


Rand McNally 


Univ. of Chicago 


Rand McNally 


Hart 
Viking 
Nelson 


$10.00 


2,50 


2,50 


10.00 


2250 


1.00 
2.50 
1.50 





72 
72 


72 
102 


192 

72 
192 
131 


221 
131 

















BULLETIN from 


Virginia Kirkus’ Bookshop Service % $38 Bank Street 





Vol. XV | June 1, 1947 No, ll 


JUVERDEE SUPP LENE T 
in collaboration with Nina Schneider 


SPRING BOOK FESTIVAL AWARDS 


In the eleventh year of the Spring Book Festival, there were more books I be- 
lieve, then ever before from which to make a selection. The judges for each age group 
worked independently. The awards went to one publisher - for the first time in the 
history of the Festival. Congratulations Viking Press and May Massee!.. Here are the 
reports as they originally appeared. (You can see, in one instance, that our opinion 


would have been at odds with the judges.) 
PICTURE STORY BOOK 


Ets, Marie Hall Viking 
OLEY THE SEA MONSTER $1.50 


There's some conflict in age level here- the story level is about five, the 
pictures are definitely more advanced, hitting at the comic strip appeal age round 
about eight and nine, with 140 cartoons in inky black, suggesting linoleum block tech- 
nique...Oley was a baby seal stolen from his mother for the Chicago Aquarium. Oley was 
unhappy, so~- rather than kill him- the keeper put him into the lake. For a few days 
he was a sensation, men thought him a sea monster and tried to capture him, while poor 
little Oley was simply looking for playmates. Finally, he realized that he must start 
the long trek back to the seal harbor where he was born. The doublespread map which 
traces his journey is the best thing in the book. There's a bit of humor here and 
there in the main part of the captioned story; there's a peek at city life on the great 
lake. But in the main, the appeal is hard to sustain. 


HONOR BOOKS (See Page References ‘for Reports) 
Avery, Kay- WEE WILLOW (Knopf) $1.50 See Page 98 
Friedman, Frieda- DOT FOR SHORT (Morrow) $2.00 See Page l 
Brown, Margaret Wise- THE BAD LITTLE DUCKHUNTER (Scott) $1.50 See Page 127 
Burton, Earl & Linette~ TAFFY AND JOE (Whittlesey) $2.00 See Page 164 


FOR CHILDREN UNDER TWELVE 


Bishop, Claire Huchet Viking 
: PANCAKES-PARIS $2.00 
® Here's a story that will help convey even to five to seven year olds something 


of what the war has meant to children like themselves, And yet it does it without losing 
the perspective of a sense of adventure and discovery. It is a story of a French family, 
shaken but valiant, after years of disaster. A box of American pancake flour given to | 
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June 1, 1947 | Spring Book Festival Awards cont 'd.- ~281- 
ten-year old Charles, who is “head of the house", sends the boy to the American Embassy | 


for someone to translate the directions so that he can have pancakes as a Mardi Gras sur- 


prise for his mother and sisters. Of course, the American soldiers come through with a 
big spread, so a happy ending compensates for the real sense of privation and suffering, 


not over-sentimentalized. Good type face for third graders to read to themselves. Young- 
er children will enjoy the story read aloud. (At the time of writing this we had not seen 


the pictures. Since then we've seen the finished book, with enchanting pictures- just 
right for the text- by Georges Schreiber). 


HONOR BOOKS 
Sperry, Armstrong- THE RAIN FOREST (Macmillan) $2.50 See Page 31 
Dana, Dorothea- SUGAR BUSH (Nelson) $2.50 See Page 165 


Everndon, Margery- THE SECRET OF THE PORCELAIN FISH (Random House) $2.25 
See Page 218 


Cavanna, Betty- SECRET PASSAGE (Winston) $2.00 See Page 69 
OLDER CHILDREN 


gt 
duBois, William Page Viking 
THE TWENTY ONE BALLOONS $2.50 
° Fanciful adventures of Professor Sherman, who wanted to retire for a year's 


vacation in a balloon. He broke the 8- Days Around the World record; he landed in a 
volcanic heaving island of the Pacifio; he saw solid diamond mines, the inoredible 
islanders and their incredible way of life, and with the help of a volcanics eruption, 
he managed the rest of the trip and came home to San Francisco's Explorers’ Club to 
recount his adventures. His Odyssey is a blend of Gulliver and the 0z books - straight 
adventure fantasy, flimsy fun.. Mr. duBois has done his own beguiling pictures. 


HONOR BOOKS 

Goudge, Blizabeth- THE LITTLE WHITE HORSE (Coward) $2.50 See Page 167 

Downer, Marion- DISCOVERING DESIGN (Lothrop) $3.00 This issue. 

Swift, Hildegarde- NORTH STAR SHINING (Morrow) $2.50 See Page 124 

Whitney, Phyllis- WILLOW HILL (McKay) $2.50 See Page 5 
Special Note. Congratulations to the Herald Tribune for their valiant work during 
these years of strengthening their conviction that children’s books were an all-round- 
the-year proposition, not simply a holiday item. Save your issue of the Book News for 


the complete story of the Festival, for the lists of prize winners and honor books of 
previous years, for the check list of books exhibited at the Book and Art Show, 


Our own Check List- the pages of which precede these pages- provides a complete, class- 
ified list of all titles we have reviewed since January first. With this current issue 
we go into Summer titles. 
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PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Flack, Marjorie Houghton, Mifflin 
THE HAPPY BIRTHDAY LETTER $.65 ( 


Format like post-card packets, which can really be mailed- and content that 
supplies some actual facts about what happens to a letter when it pops into the mailbox 
at the corner. The text tells of a letter that went by train, plane and truck to Judy, 
and an answer that took another route back to Dicky- spanning a continent from Califor- 
nia to Massachusetts. The tricky format and cute idea make it more of an item- merchan- 
dise-wise, than either the fairly commonplace text or undistinguished pictures by Jay 
Hyde Barnum would indicate. (Publ.) 


Caroll, Evy 3 Rinehart 
DANCE, NATASHA, DANCE! $1.25 


This spans the Picture-book age and the Read Aloud section, for a story of 
far-away Russian village life, and of Natasha and her family. Natasha was the best 
little dancer in the village; her father played an accordian and her brother an harmonica, 
while Mother and neighbors joined in or supplied an audience. News from outside fired her 
ambition to go on the stage, but a terrifying nightmare made her glad to wake up in her 
own bed. The book ends with a gay family evening on the village square where Natasha is 
happy to dance for her friends. Fairly full text for this age level, with lots of lively 
illustrations in pink, blue, black and white. The jacket and board binding seem very 
destructible for small hands. 32 pages. (8/28) 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD (5 to ’8) 


payne, Mable Houghton, Mifflin 
THE LITTLE HISTORY OF THE WIDE WORLD “< 
Oo 
This series (The Little History of the United States and The- Little Gee- 
graphy of the United States )gucceeds in giving a birdseye view of history or geography, 
as the case may be, but for teachers and librarians the book is of doubtful basic value, 
because of the inevitable superficiality of substance. The new volume starts with “Our 
world begins about 200,000,000 years ago” and continues through to the end of the war and 
a world getting better and better (we hope her optimism is warranted). Scraps and snips 
of text, in varying type sizes give running commentary to colorful big pages filled with 
multitudinous small drawings. These demand attention- and frequent adult interpretation, 
if the abundance of facts are to be absorbed. A good piece of merchandise- and probably 
few readers will pause to question some of the omissions. But we could wish, in cases like 
this, that compilers and authors would view ‘nternationalism fairly. Why include Stalin 
as one of the dictators- and exclude Stalin as one of the allies? The implication is 
obvious- but perhaps for adults only. Large flat format. 40 pages. Cloth (6/3) 


Disney, Walt Simon & Schuster 
UNCLE REMUS STORTES $1.50 


A new Giant Golden Book, based on Disney's Seng ef the.Seuth, plus some 
additional adaptations of the original Joel Chandler Harris’ tales. There are 23 stor- 
ies, in all- retold in typical Disney style and illustrated with pictures- most of them 
in full color- by Al Dempster and Bill Justice. There's an occasional Mickey Mouse fla- 
vor, but in the main the pictures have a freedom and softness and a lack of caricature 
quality that gives them more sense of picture continuity. There's atmosphere and action 
and humor. Wonderful merchandise (and a good introduction to a famous classic, which in 
the original dialect is sometimes difficult for Northerners.) (Publ.) 
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Fabres , Alice Wins ton 
ANNE AND MARYKE $2.00 
t A big friendly book of small adventures on a holiday in Holland. Happy days 


on a farm, a goat and carriage, good food memories, a fair with monkeys and the first 
movies in Holland- this places the text as author recall, embellished with drawings by 
Oscar Fabres, which indicate his facility in reflecting his knowledge and feeling for his 
wife's country. Pictures in blue, black and white. 94 pages. Cloth. (Publ.) 


elelez, » Gertrude D. 7 Winston 
STORIES TO GROW ON $.75 


The author of this collection has applied the same fresh principle to her 
selection of five of Jesus’ parables for boys and girls, as basis for modern applica- 
tions. While the stories themselves are not outstanding, they do succeed in driving home 
the lessons of The Good Samaritan, The House Upon a Rock, The Lost Sheep, The Talents, 

The Sowers. Football, a school contest, a quarrel over a baseball ~ these are things every 
child understands. This book is based on practical work in the field of religious educa- 
tion, by the wife of a Methodist minister. Small format. Il1'd.by Jean Busby. (Publ.) 


FIRST STEPS IN READING 


| Solem, Elizabeth K. | Encyclopaedia Britannica 
| WORLD'S CHILDREN SERIES $.50 each 


Projected for this series are twelve titles - listed below. They show consi- 

derable advance, editorially speaking, over the animal books issued last season, and fill 

: @ very real need for primary grades. Big pictures- photographic- slight text, presenting 
@ working day for children of many lands, emphasizing the cultural patterns which tend to 

indicate that all children play, have fun eating, romping, at sports, with animals. That 

too they find pleasure in learning to do the things they will find a part of life whether 

on a plantation, in Eskimo waters, on a tropical island, or in an African stockade. Fas- 
cinating information, simply presented. The pictures are stills from educational films; 

_ they are large, clear, detailed, informative. The text- while uninspired and at times 
flat- is adequate and competent. The format is sturdy, despite the slick hard heavy paper 
surface, the stapled bindings. Libraries and schools have already tested out their prede- 
cessors. Here are the titles. 


1. MATEO AND THE MEXICAN FAIR ae 7.. HANS, OF THE SWISS ALPS 
2. ANAGHALOOK, ESKIMO GIRL 8. PEDRO PICKS COFFEE IN BRAZIL 
i 3. DARK BYES AND HER NAVAJO BLANKET 9. YUKIKO AND A JAPANESE CARNIVAL 
4, SHIU MING, CHINESE BOY SCOUT 10. CHILDREN ON ENGLAND'S CANAIS 
| 5. FRENCH-CANADIAN CHILDREN ll. KAWNA, PRINCE OF DARKEST AFRICA 
6. A DAY WITH DUTCH CHILDREN 12. PAULI AND HIS HAWAIIAN FEAST 


FICTION FOR THE 8 te 12's. 


Norton, Andre Houghton, Mifflin > 
ROGUE REYNARD $2.50 | 


“The subtitle gives the cue:- "Being a tale of the fortunes: and mie Sornenes 
and divers misdeeds of that great Villain, Baron Reynard, the. Fox, and how he: was. 
served with King Lion's: justice.- Based upon the: Beast Saga." ~ Possibly there is some 
demand for this sort of classic of medieval folklore, but, frankly, I doubt the spon- 
taneity of the response on the part of thildren, and the deliberately sustained arch- 
iems I found very trying. It is conceivable that the Laure Bannon illustrations, not 
as yet available, will justify the book on the ground of unity of conception and pre- 
sentation. On the basis of galley proofs alone, the market would seem very limited.” 
This report ran in January, when the book was scheduled for early Spring. Now 6/3. 
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Bonner, M.G. Knopf 
OUT TO WIN $2.50 


® In the best John Tunis tradition, here is an excellent sport community story 
that accents the best in American community living with approved team-play on every 
level, Without pounding the point, or making a social tract of it, here are young boys 
playing baseball happily and with intense excitement as they learn the importance of 
team play, of group endeavor and of friendly, honest competition. Nice boys, nice fami- 
lies, pleasant town, little and big sisters and brothers and a generally lively, pleasant 
summer air. Cloth binding. Colorful jacket. A generally lively, pleasant holiday air. 


( Publ.) 


Renick, Marion Soribner 
SWIMMING FEVER $2.00 


Good summer reading, this is slightly older than the earlier books in this 
fictional sports series- and perhaps somewhat more of a plot, with even a bit of mystery, 
not wholly credible in its moral implications but adding to the pulling power of a story 
primarily intended as a basic presentation of swimming, diving, etc. There's sound in- 
struction, with diagrams (and a psychological slant). Gay characters, and impulsive 
talkative hero, easy style and small town atmosphere. (Publ.) 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE 8 to 11's 


Evans, Eva Knox | Capitol Publ. Co. 
139 Fifth Av@o, N.Y. 


ALL ABOUT US $2.00 


ahs A deeply satisfying book in that rare combination of scientific truth, histor- 
ical insight, zippy, humorous writing applied to a difficult, burning theme. An author 
who has proven her skill on a long list of books in various oategories here tells the 
story of people, their wanderings, their changes in customs, colors and environment. 

Do you know why there are buttons on the sleeves of men’s coats? Or why men walk on 

the curb side of a street? Or how the custom of shaking hands started? Why there are 
people with skins of different colors? Or with different types of features? A mis- 
cellany of odd facts, which help us understand why we are different and why we are alike. 
Amusing black and white illustrations with entertaining details by Vana Harle. 95 pages. 
Clear readable type. Cloth. (Publ.) | 


CLASSICS REPRINTS 


RAINBOW CLASSICS World Publishing 
Each $1.00 


This series gets better and better. Three new volumes (May) have just reached 
us; three more are announced for June. Wonderful values at any price. 


Alcott, Louisa May- AN OLD FASHIONED GIRL. Ill'd by Nettie Weber. 
Bronte, Emily- WUTHERING HEIGHTS. I11°d by Nell Booker. 
Stevenson, Robert Louis- KIDNAPPED. Ili‘d by C.B. Falls. 


for June 
THE RAINBOW MOTHER GOOSE. I11°d by Lili Cassel. 
Twain, Mark- ADVENTURES OF HUCKLEBERRY FINN. TIll'd by Baldwin Hawes. 
Wyss, Johann Rudolf- THE SWISS FAMILY ROBINSON, I11°d by Jeanne Edwards. 
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Mims, Sam Bruce 
BAYOU ADVENTURE $2.50 


Lots of fireworks in a not over-worked terrain of the Louisiana bayou country, 
make this. good adventure (with a by-product of some measure of cultural insight into the 
ways of life and people of the area). The hero is "Nap" Dauville, who at 15 is a good 
representative of his Creole forebears, charming, courteous, colorful, living their swamps, 
and with a determined loyalty. When the new game warden disappeared, Nap had his suspi- 
cions, and when further investigations indicated a tapped gasoline pipeline, schemes to 
molest those engaged in building the new canal, and canning of the poisonous roe of gar- 
fish, Nap and his pals get into action. Nice looking book, with a somewhat anemic jacket 
which isn't a good selling factor. (Pubdl.) 


FACT BOOKS FOR THE TWELVE TO FIFTEENS 


Carlisle, Norman & Nelson, Eugene Winston 
THE MODERN WONDER BOOK OF SHIPS $2.50 


The story of ships from the colorful account of the first Egyptian sailboats 
to the superliners today - companion volume to The Modern Wonder Book of the Air 
and The Modern Wonder Book of Trains and Railroading. In readable style, with informa- 
tion succinctly and clearly presented, and skilfull interspersing of dramatic incidents, 
thumbnail sketches of people and places concerned with innovations. Sailing ships, steam, 
cargo and fighting ships, diving and rescue ships, men and methods of manning. A handy 
dictionary of nautical terms and an index give the book excellent reference values. A 
sturdy, solid book with 313 pages - photographs-sketches. (Publ.) 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS -Fiction 


Costain, Thomas B. Doubleday 
THE MONE YMAN $3.00 


Costain is a masterhand in multitude of colorful, often dramatic detail, cos- 
tuming, period facte, amplifications of historical and political issues that go to make 
up the substance- if not the sum- of his period novels. This is the story of the career 
of the furrier of Bourges, financial power behind Charles VII of France ,- Jacques Coeur. 
Agnes Sorel, the king's mistress, was dying; the orphan Valerie Maret was being trained 
for the next lady. But Valerie and young d'Arlay had other ideas - and when “Moneyman” 
as Jacques Coeur was called, learned her true identity he made a switch in plans and he 
attempted to aid the young people in flight. Against the romance and adventure is the 
embroidery of the tradition of Joan of Arc, war with England, the end of the chivairic 
age, intricate Court connivings, and the pulse of the people of France. (For fuller 
report see P. 260.) (Reserve Beof-M.) (7/11) 


Shellabarger, Samuel Little, Brown 
PRINCE OF FOXES $3.00 


One of the best historical novels of the year- paralleling at many points the 
story, as well aB8 the period, of Samuels‘ Web of Lucifer, Italy under the Borgias pro- 
vides a vigorous and lusty background for the story of a young lieutenant in the Bor-=- 
gias forces, who is sent to the d’Estes in order to manipulate the marriage of the dan- 
@rous Lucrezia. Into the story- fast paced adventure, with cloak and dagger type of 
incident (at its best) is woven the romance of young Andrea Orsini and Camilla Baglione, 
in whose services he deserts the Borgia cause in order to defend the democratic ideals 
of Citta del Monte. Grand story telling. (Full report P. 259). (L.G. for July) (7/10) 
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June 1, 1947 Books for Young Adults-Non-Fiction 
Feller, Bob ' Barnes 
STRIKEOUT STORY $2.75 
e An American success story in terms men and boys will appreciate - from sand. 


lot to Big League. Bob Feller of the Cleveland Indians tells his own story of how an 
Iowa farm boy became a great pitcher. He tells it in story form, recapturing his own 
memories of boyhood, of his father’s training, of pitching as a semi-pro for a time, 
then- at 17-. being “bought” by the Indians; of ten years of the American League and 
almost four years in the Navy. There’s ea good deal of inside stuff on the political 
side of a ball club - but throughout you never lose the boy and the man. He tells of 
his romance and marriage - the “best contract he ever made", (Publ.) 


Fleming, Clint 3 ) Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
WHEN THE FISH ARE RISING $3.50 


Stories, observations and experiences drawn from 45 years of guiding in the 
Rideau Lakes district, Canade. There are tales of fish and fishermen, of fishing sense, 
of the habits and lore of the forests, lakes and streams of Eastern Ontario; there's 
a ghost story; there are tactics of hunting and fishing. An outdoor book for the 
fishing fraternity, regardless of age. (For full report see P. 270) (July) 


Staff of YANK Duell, Sloan & Pearce 
YANK: THE G.I. STORY OF THE WAR $5.00 
* Chronological coverage of the war, in the words-and terms- of the boys who 


fought it, as the years 1941 to 1945 were recorded in Yank the Army weekly. Here is 
the war they none of them liked- in the areas from Guadalcanal, to North Africa, from 
Anzio to Corregidor; the fall of Rome and Paris; the opening up of Germany; the Tokyo 
raid and the atom bomb. Uncensored, unprettified, critical, colloquial - this is the 
wey 14 million doughboys will remember it. (For full report see P. 271) (Publ.) 


Seagle, William Macmillan 
MEN OF LAW: From Hammurabi to Holmes $3.75 


These are not just legal biographies, but warm human lives of the great men of 
the law, along with populer legal history of the major developments. There may not be 
many older boys knowingly interested in the law, but this is a book which breathes life 
and humanity into it, through its great men. Note for that special younger reader, 
whose hopes are set on the legal professions. (For full report see P. 269) (#48r 9-/G, 


Straubel, James H.- &d.- Simon & Schuster 
AIRFORCE DIARY $3.75 


A collection of short stories, anecdotes, pieces evlogizing the flyers of the 
A.A.F., the men who kept them flying, as written by sergeants, majors and generals. The 
diary is dated, but in the main the arrangement of pieces is according to theme, first 
hand accounts of missions, prison campbs, B-29's, A.T.C., service crews, flight doctors, 
post-war aviation, etc. (For full report see P. 269) (7/17) 


FOR PARENTS AND TEACHERS 
Downer, Marion Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
DISCOVERING DESIGN $3.00. 





A pleasant book of photographs with brief text elaborating on the relation- 
ship between man-made design and nature. Geometric and rhythmic designs, symmetry, 
balance, line in simplest natural forms, shown as artists have used them in painting, 
textiles, wallpapers, ceramics, soulpture, etc. An attractive book, simply conceived- 
unfortunately the text has not conformed to this conception, and when the author dis- 
asses modern painting she will leave much of her audience behind. A nice book to have 
for the pictures- the sketches in black, white and blue. Lovely jacket. Cloth. (Publ.) 








